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Research on specia education needs: what and how to investigate in Specid Education

Abstract

The following discourse seeks to characterize and delineste research from the
field of Specid Education. The research tradition in this fidd is ample a both
theoretical and especiadly practica levels, but unbaanced in terms of research and meta-
ressarch.  Such an imbalance can be attributed to (among other posshilities) the lack of
agreement on research criteria or approaches. pogtivid, interpretive and critical.  As
has occurred in other areas of socid and human sciences, in Specid Education it is
urgent that we reach an acceptance of the diversity of gpproaches, or, that a global,
comprehensve gpproach emerges which can integrate dl the perspectives or ways of
seeing and invedtigating this redity. The need for diverse approaches or for an
emerging globa gpproach is judified due to the inherent complexity of the object under
dudy: educational response to students with specid educationd needs.  This involves
not only andyzing the students themsdves, but dso resources a the human, spatid,
materid, technologicd and functiond levels as wel as wel as whatever reationships
are established between them and between the school, family and socid contexts.
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